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Background

In late March 2006, an area of Avalonia Land 
Conservancy’s Paffard Woods preserve was heavily 
marked with paint by several high school students, as an 
ill-conceived art project. 

No remediation was performed, based on the belief that 
it would be more destructive to remove the paint than to 
let it weather and degrade naturally.

This presentation consists of photographs taken soon 
after the paint was applied; 3 years later (2009), and 11 
years later (2017).

The approximate geo location of the site is
41° 21’ 26.7” N, 071° 54’ 25.2” W 



Paffard Woods Preserve

This preserve is located in the Town of Stonington, 
Connecticut, on the west side of North Main Street. The 
entrance to the preserve with a gravel parking area is 
located on North Main Street approximately 1/2 mile 
north of Route 1.

The preserve offers diverse terrain ranging from a heavily 
wooded glacial valley in the northern portion to a salt 
marsh on a tidal cove at the southern edge. Other 
distinguishing  features include many glacial erratics, 
large trees, a white pine grove, wetlands crossed by 
bridges, and a cultivated field.

The preserve has approximately 1 mile of posted trails.



Approximate 
location of “Art 

Gone Bad”



The following pictures were taken in 
2006, 2009, and 2017. They are 
shown in order by location.
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About Avalonia Land Conservancy
Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc. is a land trust dedicated to the 
conservation via acquisition of natural areas. We are an 
non-profit, non-political, tax-exempt organization, who believe it 
is essential to conserve our natural resources for the benefit of 
wildlife, our present generation, and the generations yet to 
come.

As of 2017, Avalonia holds more than 3500 acres of land, 
preserved in perpetuity as natural open space. Where it is 
appropriate, trails are maintained for ‘passive’ enjoyment, such 
as hiking, bird-watching, nature study and photography.

Avalonia encourages educational activities and scientific studies 
on its preserves.


